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Call to Prayer |

We begin by calling upon God:
In the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.
We then pause for a moment to listen with
our hearts to this week’s Gospel passage...

The Word of God: Matthew 22:1-14 I

The Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus again in reply spoke to the chief
priests and elders of the people in parables,

saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be
likened to a king who gave a wedding
feast for his son. He dispatched his ser-
vants to summon the invited guests to the
feast, but they refused to come.

“A second time he sent other servants
saying, ‘Tell those invited: “Behold, | have
prepared my banquet, my calves and fatted
cattle are killed, and everything is ready;
come to the feast.”” Some ignored the invi-
tation and went away, one to his farm, an-
other to his business. The rest laid hold of
his servants, mistreated them, and killed
them. The king was enraged and sent his
troops, destroyed those murderers, and
burned their city.

“Then he said to his servants, ‘The feast
is ready, but those who were invited were
not worthy to come. Go out, therefore,
into the main roads and invite whoever you
find.” The servants went out into the

streets and gathered all they found, bad and
good alike, and the hall was filled with
guests.

“But when the king came in to meet the
guests, he saw a man there not dressed in a
wedding garment. The king said to him, ‘My
friend, how is it that you came in here with-
out a wedding garment?’ But he was reduced
to silence. Then the king said to his atten-
dants, ‘Bind his hands and feet, and cast him
into the darkness outside, where there will be
wailing and grinding of teeth.” Many are
invited but few are chosen.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Gospel Glossary
wedding feast: This metaphor for salvation is also
found in Isaiah.

burned their city: This echoes the punishment of
the wicked tenants in last week’s parable and may
also refer to the destruction of Jerusalem by the Ro-
mans in 70 AD.

wailing and grinding of teeth: A phrase used fre-
quently in this gospel to indicate final condemnation.

Questions of the Week

« When have | ignored God’s
invitations?

« What helps me to realize the

seriousness of God’s invita-
tions and the foolishness of
my excuses to ignore them?

« How do I prepare for the di-
vine banquet of the Eucharist?

Closing Praxer |

Father in Heaven,

The hand of your loving kindness
powerfully yet gently guides all the mo-
ments of our day. Go before us in our
pilgrimage of life, anticipate our needs
and prevent our falling. Send your
Spirit to unite us in faith, that sharing
In your service, we may rejoice in your
presence. We ask this through Christ
our Lord.

Amen.
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