Gospel Reflection

I noticed it a few years ago — Christmas
lights — up by Halloween! What irritated me
most was that | knew that on December 26th,
when the Church is just starting to celebrate,
much of world is ready to move on. This led
me to boycott secular Christmas; no cards,
no tree, no gifts. 1’d show them! I would do
Christmas at Christmas! The problem was
that each year | delighted less on Christmas
Day, because in my efforts to avoid all things
Christmas before December 25th, | stopped
longing.

Last year while driving with a friend right
after Halloween, she said, “Isn’t it neat that
people are putting their lights up earlier?” |
was certain that she had gone mad. “It’s like
they can hardly wait for Christmas to come.”
With her simple childlike statement, my per-
ception shifted. People long for all the good-
ness that is embodied in Christmas. We long
for the light of Christ. Our problem is not
longing. It’s sustaining that longing.

Today’s readings are about longing for
Christ’s coming, not as a babe, but in maj-
esty and power in the Second Coming. Each
reading gives a different vision of what that
day will be like, but all three are in agree-
ment — Christ will return! This protracted
longing is difficult for us. But retelling the
story of Christ’s coming as a babe helps us to
keep longing for His Second Coming.

So as | drive to the mall to do a little
Christmas shopping, the Christmas lights that
have been up since November 1st no longer
bother me; in fact they remind me to con-
tinue longing for Christ!

Elena Cardefia, Director of Faith Formation
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Call to Prayer |

We begin by calling upon God:
In the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.
We then pause for a moment to listen with
our hearts to this week’s Gospel passage...

The Word of God. Matthew 24:37-44

|

The Gospel according to Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was
in the days of Noah, so it will be at the
coming of the Son of Man. In those
days before the flood, they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, up to the day that Noah en-
tered the ark. They did not know until
the flood came and carried them all
away. So will it be also at the coming
of the Son of Man.

Two men will be out in the field; one
will be taken, and one will be left. Two
women will be grinding at the mill; one
will be taken, and one will be left.
Therefore, stay awake! For you do not
know on which day your Lord will
come.

Be sure of this: if the master of the
house had known the hour of the night
when the thief was coming, he would
have stayed awake and not let his house

be broken into. So too you also must be
prepared, for at an hour you do not ex-
pect, the Son of Man will come.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Let us walk
in the light of the Lord
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Gospel Glossary

Flood: the devastating 40-day flood re-
corded in the Bible.

Mill: a building in which cereal grains are
ground into meal or flour.

Faith Sharin

Questions of the Week

How do my actions show that
I am longing for Christ

What ‘gift” am | most longing

for this year? How does that
gift reflect God’s love?

What part of preparing for
Christmas gets in the way of
preparing for Christ?

Closing Prayer |

Father in heaven,

Our heart desire the warmth of
your love and our minds are searching
for the light of your Word. Increase our
longing for Christ our Savior and give us
the strength to grow in love, that the
dawn of his coming may find us rejoic-
ing in his presence and welcoming the
light of his truth. We ask this in the
name of Jesus the Lord.

Amen.

First Sunday of Advent



